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Project Overview  
Flamborough Centre Park, which is located at 969 Centre Road and is owned by the City of Hamilton, has a seasonally high 
water table, limited recreational opportunities and challenging maintenance requirements. This project will involve 
removing a portion of the topsoil from the area, creating a shallow wetland, and planting the area with native species that 
are tolerant of wet ground conditions.  

 

 Illustration of the project phases at the Flamborough restoration site. 

Phase 2 Marsh Design – Looking ahead to construction 
After taking into consideration the feedback from the online public survey 
in February 2021, Conservation Halton has finalized the design for the next 
phase of the environmental restoration works taking place at Flamborough 
Centre Park.  The tender for the construction works will be open for pre-
qualified contractors to bid on the project until May 25th.  Phase 2 includes 
the construction of a marsh wetland that is 0.5 hectares in size, which is 
equivalent to a 200-car parking lot.  This marsh wetland will be different 
from Phase 1 of the project in several ways.   

• During construction, the park will be closed to the public. 
• Phase 2 will require hiring contractors to dig the wetland with 

heavy equipment and remove a portion of the soil from site.  This 
will translate to approximately 50 truck loads of fill removed offsite.   

• The construction works are planned to take place in late summer of 
2021 and should last 5-7 days.   
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Salvaged woody debris will be installed as habitat 
features on site. 
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• This project will see a large volume of soil removed from the site which will result in increasing the area’s capacity 
to handle flood events.  The newly constructed wetland will act as a natural pocket for flood waters to settle over 
time, recharging the natural groundwater supplies.  

After the 0.5 ha marsh wetland has been constructed and 40+ habitat 
features have been installed, Conservation Halton will plant more than 
1,220 native moisture-loving wetland plants such as Cardinal Flower, Blue 
Flag Iris and Marsh Marigold.  In the 1.0 hectare area surrounding the newly 
constructed wetland over 1,000 trees and shrubs will be planted such as 
Paper Birch, Red Maple, Common Buttonbush and Nannyberry.   The 
planting of these hundreds of native species throughout the site will 
further reduce local flooding impacts through the process of 
evapotranspiration (e.g. the release of water vapor by plants into the 
atmosphere).  

As preparations are made ahead of Phase 2 construction activities, those 
that visit the park may notice a pile of large woody material being 
stockpiled near the entrance of the park.  This material is being collected 
by the City of Hamilton and will be integrated as habitat features as part of 
the Phase 2 Marsh in late summer 2021. 

 
Ongoing Management of Invasive Species  
Phragmites control will be a joint effort between the City of Hamilton and CH. In fall 
2020, the City of Hamilton mowed a large portion of the phragmites stand which will 
help to manage the above ground biomass in the 2021 growth season. A 
combination of fall (or fall and summer) backpack herbicide treatments and biomass 
removal over several growing seasons. When the area is ready for restoration, it will 
be planted with native species.  

Funding 
Funding for this project has been provided by the Greenbelt Foundation and the 
Province of Ontario’s Great Lakes Local Action Fund.  Conservation Halton is in the 
process of securing further funding to support the project.   

Park Use Concerns 

The restoration works at Flamborough Centre Park will benefit the surrounding 
community and enhance this green space for all to enjoy.  Should you have any 
concerns regarding how the park is being used, one can refer to the City of 
Hamilton’s Municipal Parks By-Laws here and express your concerns to the City 
directly here. 

 

Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius 
phoeniceus), a native wetland species. 

https://www.hamilton.ca/sites/default/files/media/browser/2015-05-06/01-219parksbylaw.pdf
https://www.hamilton.ca/government-information/by-laws-and-enforcement/municipal-by-law-complaint-form
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Camera Equipment Documenting the Site’s Transformation 

Ahead of construction commencing, CH will be installing a time lapse camera to capture the transformation of the Phase 2 
over time to create high resolution media products to showcase the importance of restoration projects like this one.  This 
camera will be remotely accessible for CH staff to log in to observe construction progress and site development.  
Permanent signage will be installed on site to inform park users of its presence. 

 
Contact 
Please contact us if you have questions, comments, or would like to be added to the project mailing list.  
 
Alex Meeker, Project Coordinator 
Nigel Finney, Project Manager 
restoration@hrca.on.ca or 289-230-1659 
 

 

A photo that illustrates what the target conditions will look like for the proposed marsh wetland. 

 

An approximate image of what Phase 2 will look like during construction in 2021. 
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